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(54) ALIGNMENT METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To align a probe for measurement use with 
an electrode of a device under test accurately and 
automatically by a method wherein an object under test 
is turned by using a set angle position as a reference 
and an arrangement direction of electrodes of the 
I ment under test on the object under test is set 
automatically to a setting direction of the detected 
probe for measurement. 
CONSTITUTION: An otyect under test, e.g. a 
semiconductor wafer 1 1 , placed on a stage 4 is first 
ac(justed automatically in such a way that an 
arrangement direction of semiconductor chips arranged 
on the wafer 1 1 in a grid shape coincides with a 
movement direction (X, Y) of the stage 4; after that, it is 
turned by a set angle portion of a probe card 7; a 
direction of a probe 6 is aligned with the arrangement 
direction of the semiconductor chips. Then, the 
arrangement direction of the chips is adjusted 
automatically by using an image pattern of a plurality of 

arbitrary semiconductor chips on the wafer 1 1 in such a way that the direction is accurately 
equal to a probe-card setting angle 8; a direction of the probe is recognized and decided. Then, 
th image pattern is detected and a position which has been stored in advance and which is 
used as a reference image pattern is recognized; the position is used as a reference position for 
the wafer 11. 
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